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Comie Pﬁhﬁﬁ Coshy May Take Role in

‘3

Racia] Breakthrough on NBC

By HARRY HARRIS O FAR, no cantracls havcl “One thmg I like is that the|T had to tell himh I don't have
Of The Inquirer Staff b(,cn stgncd Cosby is wail-lrole didn’t originally call for a{ nyihing on that or on the racial

* tion breakthrough,

 graduate.

Plans-call for filming the series! Show'
‘m Los Angeles, with frequent”

NILADLLPIIA comedian Bil nu,. for nu TorrrsT TTII0, T aun T10, Jubl. TOMICONC WHO0 could

cityyatian L

< i . . esprTTaiy—romrrrTetht LT dCL 4T DE TUNNY and "miesi. c ] . i

,Cosby may be involved in i o yelincalion of his owni “I.turned down three movie| ““What T talk about is what
TV’s most significant integra- ) s W

role. IN [parts because they were writ-{happened in my neighbor iood;

According fo early reports, tcn ONLY for a Negro. | when I was growing up, w hichi

Culp is supposed to masquerade| ‘I see the series as a chal-| I imagine is the same prob cm. !

‘in the serics as a roving “len-{lenge. I'd like to sce it happen,| “ButIdon't lecture. Wicn my|

lms bum,” while Cosby pretends but I'm not excited about it.foot hits the stage, I'm a comic,

0 be his valet, butler or “man!T'd like to know when [ start)period. 1} 1 say, ‘You know

He's slated lo costar \nth
Robert  Culp, formerly ofl;
“Trackdown,” in an hour-long
adveature series NBC plans to
air in 1965-66.

Stiil untitled, the show 1111}1.}51” " f\vork THLN Iu ECl e\cxted""WhM happened  today?” ['m
: be produced| That way,” Bill opined, "lt f not being fair to the people w ho‘
by Sheldon could be the same old junk,”T7} OES he fcm that the dcal‘ ave come: [» me for laughter.

Leonard, whe's like Rochester on Jack Renny’ s may fall through because of, _“"The "whale question about

teamed Wlth[shows only I'm a college grad-"“while backlash® or because; Nesro comics is: If you colcred

DannyThomas ""C Southern affiliates might refuse’oneqtals said Cosby Thed! 1e,

[ may be more a manager- to accept a Nezro hero? i more acccptable But they h. nel

; il such popu- trainer. G shing’s sure. it. *I dont hnow if there’D bel

lar projects as . > :

o wou't be ML playing tennis.’ ”

Dl 1;\_“ D‘;]f Va’r} Is there any danger that hw}i?uthern resistance,” he said. to just stop there or go suawht
yhe SIOW, fassignment will turn out to be | Lhere might be. But I don't zpneaq.”

ml‘,h,"hA:d}f R variation on the “scrvile |think that’s the problem as! Although he has emphun
£ );! Griffith Show™L 1o o0 righls groups have {much as what to do with melviews on the civil rights sirig

to decide whether they're xoi rm

T ! Ia)“d “Tslge B,i,“‘becn protesting? IN the serics. ~igle, Bill excludes strictly- mual
. i a&nab %x) "y “l don't know,” Bill said.] *“White backlash; black back- 'qums from his TV and nisht
e e dnd 0shy DLeThat's why I've got 1o sce a lash, any kind of backlash won’t{club comedy routines.

be]usta lce,lxcnmmst But Sheldon Leonard {have any real effect unless| “Semetimes I'm asked to

BILL (OSBY u)dr some- !
{called the NAACP and others {EVERYONE turns off his soi.| make topical comments, oL,

(times barely glimpsed, as was| .4 (014 them what he had in' ~Television is paying lip servicelonly racial ones. A newsma;: a-l

l”“‘L case wnh‘glceiy sTgSO\?v “z‘mmd - ito integration next season, wejzine guy called mc and ashed!
31(‘]0 scason’s “Last Side/West'vgneldon and his associates noted, by casling a number ‘of|if 1 had zny_ Goldwater Jo}\.-s,
& , re very respectable, responsi- Onentals—but nary a- Negro—| ~ =~ i
m}(‘flt 1 bf ‘21“ integral pi“{ "f: bje men, and everything they've jas series regulars. v Continuad
o y opisoce, as One 0L WOiL,¢ out has been in good taste. | “IU's pasier to save face with ‘
A undercover agents ahroad.! ' I remember one ‘Dick Van Dyke . o ot
in which Negro actors|:
we
“location™ treks to places lxke{‘ “rIe “;;ﬁdtvﬁ;iww?} my doing
Hong Kong, site of the proposcdt this part would roprg’scnt ; : a i
pilot, Tokyo, Athens and Rome. | on kthrough on TV but itl"
Although Bill presuntes he’ “lwould certainly be a break|'
be (on“xbuung ‘“‘comic relief,” 'thlou“h for me. If I do well, '

the cuaracter he port‘ays wm xth
ere may be more in
be a bright, courabeous college actmg ]ogs tereSUDEL
Vol ke e
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